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The Money Clip
President’s Message
By Stephanie McKenzie, President

It is hard to believe we are past the 
fifty yard line to our Annual Confer-
ence! Our conference theme this 
year is “Tackle Your Finances” and 
we are planning our conference 
sessions to help you do just that! 
Our goal is provide you with the 
skills and equipment you need to 
win at your job everyday!

We are very excited to welcome 
Michael Bazzel as our Keynote 
speaker. Michael is a computer 
security specialist and privacy 
consultant and will be teaching us 
how hackers commit their crimes 
and what we as employees can 
do to protect our entities’ data. 
This information is useful in both 
our professional and personal 
lives.

At our annual retreat this summer we 
identified two additional membership 
goals:

1. Sustainable Workforce – WPTA 
is taking an active role in promot-
ing careers in state and local 
government finance in our local 

community colleges and universi-
ties. This year, we will be inviting 
professors and students from 
five local colleges to attend our 
Thursday conference sessions. 
We hope they gain insights into 

Please email Michael Olson, Chair of 
Nominating Committee, at molson@
kirklandwa.gov, if you are interested 
in serving on the Board of Directors. 

Nominations for Board of Director’s 
Positions

our profession and develop an 
interest that carries back to their 
campus. Please join us in mak-
ing them feel welcomed into our 
community. 

2. Small Cities and Towns 
and Special Purpose Districts 
– This year we are developing a 
pre-conference session on the 
ABC’s of small entities. Not only 
will this apply to small cities and 
towns, but also to special pur-
pose districts such as irrigation 
and fire. Staff in these positions 
are often called on to be a jack 
of all trades, master of none. This 
class will touch on topics from 
treasury management to hu-
man resources and will provide 
attendees with a checklist of “To 
Do’s” in their work environment.

We hope to see all of you at our con-
ference in beautiful Chelan, April 14-
16. Go Hawks!

We currently have one Director va-
cancy and our position on the Local 
Government Advisory Committee 
(LGAC) is also vacant.

WE WANT You
ON BOARD!

mailto:molson%40kirklandwa.gov?subject=molson%40kirklandwa.gov
mailto:molson%40kirklandwa.gov?subject=molson%40kirklandwa.gov
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It’s time to TOUCHDOWN with a 
HIGH SCORE for your scholarship 
auction donation. The WPTA 
Scholarship Committee has awarded 
thousands of dollars to members 
to attend training with the money 
raised at our Thursday night auction. 
You can do your part by bringing a 
basket, trinket or bottle of wine/beer. 
Show off your hometown with gift 

certificates or items from your local 
businesses. Show your TEAM SPIRIT 
with a themed basket from WSU, U 
of W, CWU, Seahawks or any team of 
your choice. No item is too small (or 
too large). Contact Elizabeth Alba at 
ealba@sunnyside-wa.gov if you need 
ideas, have questions or if you just 
need someone to haul your loot!

Scholarship Auction

If you didn’t already know this, WPTA 
offers scholarships for both the WPTA 
and APT US&C annual conferences. 
Scholarships are needs based and 
meant to cover much, if not all, of the 
costs to attend some very important 
and relevant training opportunities. 
The money for these scholarships 
comes from a silent auction, live 
auction, and raffle held each year at 
the WPTA conference. So first my 
pitch….if you can, please consider 
bringing something for either/or 
both the silent and live auctions. 
Be creative, represent yourself or 
your entity, and most of all, have fun 
thinking of something to bring!  

This year the scholarship 
committee has brought forward 
some recommended updating and 
changes to the current scholarship 
guidelines. The more important 
changes included: encouraging 
entities to make some contribution 

toward the expenses of a conference; 
requiring applications to be 
submitted sooner so that applicants 
can be notified of awards sooner; 
limiting the number of times a 
recipient will be awarded consecutive 
scholarships; requiring scholarship 
recipients to sign in at sessions 
during the conference; limiting the 
time frame to which an awardee may 
request reimbursement of expenses.

We believe these changes will make 
the program even better than it is 
now and once these proposals are 
approved by the board the new 
guidelines will be posted on WPTA’s 
website. In 2015 we awarded over 
$2,600 in scholarships and we would 
like to provide even more in 2016, 
so go to our website, watch for the 
new guidelines and apply if you need 
to. We’d love to see you at the next 
conference!

Scholarships
By Cheryl Grant, Board Member

By Elizabeth Alba, President-Elect

mailto:ealba%40sunnyside-wa.gov?subject=ealba%40sunnyside-wa.gov


The Money Clip – December 2015    3

The Education Committee has been 
working hard to make each confer-
ence worth your time and money. 
The Committee is charged with put-
ting together a menu of practical and 
relevant sessions. This year we are 
excited to offer an even larger variety 
of sessions with our new schedule. 

Small Entities can look forward to 
participating in a preconference ses-
sion (at no additional charge) that will 
flag the wide range of responsibili-
ties handled by small entities, from 
A to Z. Rick Phillips, founder of the 

Government Investment Officers and 
a Financial Advisor for FTN Financial, 
also will present a preconference 
session on public fund investing: 
“Bond Market University.”   

The primary conference menu will 
include sessions on record retention 
(led by an expert from the Secretary 
of State’s Office), on communicating 
financial information to the public, 
and on payment security. There will 
also be practical, focused trainings 
on Electronic Bill Presentment and 
Cash Forecasting. The Committee 

Education Committee

is working to put together a panel 
that will address the challenges that 
entities face with significant capital 
programs but limited debt capacity. 
There is so much more yet to come 
with great presenters tackling fresh 
topics, alongside popular panels and 
roundtables that deserve an encore. 
Join us for this opportunity to confer 
with colleagues regarding a range of 
investment, debt, accounting, cash 
management, and other treasury 
topics.

Say What?
Teams of four players compete 
against other teams. Each team's 
players hit from the tee box, then the 
team members choose the best of 
the four shots for the next shot. All 
team members then play the second 
shot from that location, and again 
choose the best shot. Play contin-
ues in this manner until the hole is 
completed. The team then records 
its score and maintains that format 
for all 18 holes. A prime advantage 
of a scramble is it allows players of 
all abilities to contribute to the team's 
success, speeds up play, and creates 
a fun team atmosphere. Proceeds 
benefit the WPTA Scholarship Fund.

When
April 13th  beginning at 11:00AM 

Where
Bear Mountain Golf Course overlook-
ing beautiful Lake Chelan

Why
NETWORK, NETWORK, NETWORK! 
One of the reasons to attend any 
conference is to network with indus-
try peers, whether those folks are 
municipal treasurer professionals, 
vendors that provide services to mu-
nicipalities, guest speakers, confer-
ence organizers, and many others. 
The landscape of Municipal Finance 
is in continuous change, and a con-
nection today could be the person 
you rely on tomorrow. Come on out, 
golf, and make new connections!

Who
Anyone! Conference attendees, 
vendors, speakers, board members, 
spouses, and guests.

Requirements
None, any skill level welcome, clubs 
can be rented.

WPTA Conference Four-Man Scramble Golf Tournament

Cost
To play 18 holes of golf, cart, and 
lunch…under $50. To network and 
make connections…priceless!

Prizes
Surprise, everyone gets a prize!

Be on the LOOKOUT for your 
2016 membership renewal 
reminder email in January.

By Nicole Muegge, Board Member

By Stephanie McKenzie, President and Rick Patrick, Member
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As you know, the mission of WPTA is to promote the profession of municipal public treasurers in the state of Washing-
ton through education, mutual support, professional recognition and legislative advocacy. The continued support of our 
corporate sponsors has assisted us in fulfilling our mission.

2016 conference sponsorship levels are as follows:

PLATINUM $3,000 GOLD $2,000 SILVER $1,000 BRONZE $500

•Thursday business lunch
•Thursday general session
•Thursday banquet

•Wednesday golf reception
•Wednesday lunch
•Wednesday dinner
•Thursday breakfast
•Thursday dinner reception

•Preconference lunch
•President’s reception
•Walk/Run
•Friday breakfast
•Friday break/raffle

All sponsorship levels are greatly encouraged. Offering a high caliber conference is only possible with the help of our 
many generous sponsors. All sponsors will be acknowledged throughout the conference and in the program directory. 
Sponsors will receive a complimentary registration for every $1,000 in sponsorship. We would appreciate any support for 
the WPTA conference.

Thank you for your continued support. I can be contacted at (360) 902-9015 or Kari.Sample@tre.wa.gov.

Thank you, again, to our 2015 conference sponsors:
 

Cantor Fitzgerald
Cashmere Valley Bank

Chandler Asset Management
Foster Pepper

Government Portfolio Advisors
Government Perspectives, LLC
KeyBanc Capital Markets, Inc.

K&L Gates LLP
Public Financial Management, Inc.

Piper Jaffray
Point and Pay

Raymond James
Time Value Investments, Inc.

US Bank Government Banking
Umpqua Bank

Vining Sparks IBG
Washington Federal Bank

Wells Fargo Bank
Zions First National Bank

2016 Conference Sponsorships
By Kari Sample, Board Member

Conference registration 
opens late January!

mailto:Kari.Sample%40tre.wa.gov?subject=Kari.Sample%40tre.wa.gov

